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A Mediterranean narrative?
How Malta saw and sees itself: pre-EU, since joining in 2004

European Capital of Culture bidding process 2010-2012

Focus on Diplomacy

Focus on Place Branding

Focus on Regeneration



Where is Malta?



What is Malta (to whom)?



‘Malta is Malta’



Valletta: from Knights of St John to Renzo Piano



Heritage, heritage, heritage...



The colonial connection



Regeneration?



From abattoir to design cluster



While development takes over



With ecosystem in peril



From an environment of exchange



To festivities



A European phenomenon?
Post-war festivals: Focus on Festivals 

Aiming at regeneration

Aiming at citizenry

Aiming at European citizenship

Nationalism?

Populism?

Xenophobia?



Malta at the Biennale di Venezia



Collateral critique



Sustainable reflection and action



Identity matters



Horizontal and vertical heritage



Cultures, peoples, identities



There is hope



Quietism



Priorities



Nepotism, servilism



Governance, representation, competence



In the meantime, China builds bridges



A Mediterranean context
My subjective experience of the Mediterranean

Union for the Mediterranean

Arab Spring

Libya & Syria

Migration, integration - from Simshar to Funky Monkey and Ħamrun/Gżira

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnOLsCGV8XQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnOLsCGV8XQ


Inclusion, community



Exclusive, communitarianism 



Religion as resolution? Ritual? Show?



The tourism dimension
Malta as a quintessential Mediterranean destination?





Getting stuck?



Coda. The market: Malta/EU/global art market
Import/Export artefacts (art works, archaeological goods)

Luxury market

Import and national duties and taxation

Customs grey areas

Seizure

International market: Louvre in Abu Dhabi



Maria Altmann

Jean Nouvel with Sheikh Sultan bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan



Road to…? Going nowhere fast vs critical and 
strategic thinking


